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Paying Your Civic Rent: 

Why Participation in ESA Matters for  

Our Industry’s Future 

ISC West Never Disappoints

By Jerry Lenander
I assume that if you spent any time in Las Vegas for 

ISC West, you came back hard charging and eager to get 

back in the field to strike while the iron was hot from the 

meaningful connections you made.

Our team was represented well as we kicked off our 

(and many others) week hosting ISC/SIA’s Got Talent at 

the ROCKHOUSE, where more than 650 guests attended 

thanks to the extraordinary sponsors.  As it turned out, 

yes, some of those who braved the stage to karaoke that 

night did have talent. Our thanks to the volunteers from 

Nevada and Colorado associations who assisted us with 

the event along with almost a dozen other state and 

national associations who adopted it as a meeting place 

for their members who attended ISC West.

The opportunity for education was pervasive through-

out the expo, with a comprehensive schedule of targeted 

courses.  In addition, there were many public events like 

the Security Sales Sammy Awards which focus on the best 

dealer and supplier marketing programs in the industry. 

The SIA New Product Showcase provided a snapshot of 

the best new and innovative products and services from 

the more than 700 exhibiting companies.  It was a short-

hand guide to what may be trending in the coming year.

I was impressed with the number of staff many of 

the booths had, and realized ISC West is an opportunity 

to meet with personnel from the companies who you 

partner with.  In some cases, this is the only time of the 

year you have the opportunity for face-to-face meetings 

with those whom you regularly do business with.

Now it’s back to work, streamlining your operation and 

providing the community you serve with the absolute best 

in electronic security products, 

services and applications.

We will be attending ESX in At-

lanta June 16-19, 2025, GSX in New 

Orleans September 29-October 

1, 2025, and ISC East in New York 

November 18-20, 2025.

Happy summer and we look 

forward to seeing you on the road.
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In the fast-evolving world of electronic security and 

life safety, it’s easy to stay laser-focused on growing 

your business, managing operations, and serving your 

customers. But there’s another responsibility we share—

one that doesn’t always show up on a balance sheet 

yet has a powerful impact on the future of our industry: 

active participation in the Electronic Security Association 

(ESA).
ESA Past Chairman John Loud, president of LOUD 

Security Systems, once shared a phrase with me that 

perfectly captures this mindset: “civic rent.” It is the idea that we all benefit 

from being part of a thriving industry, one supported by standards, advocacy, 

education, and community. Just like we pay taxes to support our cities, we owe 

something to the professional ecosystem that supports our livelihood.

A Personal Perspective on Civic Rent

For me, this concept hits close to home. I’ve been in this industry for nearly four 

decades—starting out as a security company owner and volunteer leader. In 2002, 

I had the opportunity to take my commitment to the next level, becoming the 

full-time Chief Executive Officer of ESA. Since then, I’ve worked to ensure that ESA 

not only supports today’s security professionals but also helps shape the future of 

our industry.

Serving in the Louisiana Army National Guard taught me the value of 

service and discipline, and those values have stayed with me throughout my 
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